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Fever Dream

by Robert Clayson

Advanced / 10-11 players / 5:30

Instrumentation

Bells, Xylophone, Crotales, (2) 4-octave Marimbas,
Vibes, Congas, Bongos, (4) Concert Toms, Gong,
Suspended Cymbal, Tambourine, Ride Cymbal,

Hi-Hat, Splash Cymbal, (2) Wood Blocks,
Snare Drum, Kick Drum

“FEVER DREAM” by Robert Clayson © 2024 by Row-Loff Productions
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.



Fever Dream
By Robert Clayson

Commissioned by Marc McLendon and the Rehobeth High School Band for their performance at the
Alabama Music Educators Association 2023 Conference

Program Notes:

I was one of the many people who was affected by the coronavirus in early 2022. Luckily, my symptoms were only
relatively mild, but my sleep would be filled with intense dreams every night that made no sense whatsoever. Fever
Dream is my musical portrayal of the simultaneously vivid and blurry images that my dreams were made up of
during my time sleeping in quarantine. Fever Dream is written for ten to eleven intermediate percussionists and is
an excellent piece to either open or close a concert. (If needed, the Perc. 4 part may be performed by two players.)

Instrumentation: 10-11 percussionists

Mallet Percussion 1: Glockenspiel

Mallet Percussion 2: Xylophone and Crotales

Mallet Percussion 3: Vibraphone (4 mallets)

Mallet Percussion 4: 4.3 Octave Marimba (4 mallets)

Mallet Percussion 5: 4.3 Octave Marimba (4 mallets)

Percussion 1: Congas and Bongos

Percussion 2: 4 Concert Toms

Percussion 3: Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbal, Mounted Tambourine, and Gong
Percussion 4: Hi Hat Cymbals, Ride Cymbal, Splash Cymbal, and Temple Blocks
Percussion 5: Snare Drum and Mounted Kick Drum

Performance Notes:

1. Always let instruments like the tam-tam, suspended cymbal, and crotales vibrate and decay naturally. They
should never be muted.

2. There are no pedal markings indicated for the vibraphone. It is recommended that the vibraphone player
make use of the pedal during any rests and any other time they feel that the sound is becoming too washy to
hear a distinct melodic line.

3. It is recommended that the two marimba players and the vibraphone player switch to soft mallets in measure
99 and switch back to hard mallets in measure 132. If necessary, it is possible to hold out the half note in
measure 131 until all mallets have been swapped before moving on to measure 132.
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