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Students should practice counting in 3/4 time until they are comfortable with that time
signature. At rehearsal letter C, the beat should remain steady as the part is passed back
and forth from the percussion to the timpani. Make sure to back off on dynamics when
the mallets come back in at letter D. Letter F stretches the melody into 4/4, so follow the
Nnote values and count it correctly.
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At rehearsal letter A, the recognizable melody is broken up by some percussion parts.
Make sure to count the rests carefully. The piece contains a dotted quarter + eighth rhythm
combination. For those students that have not learned this rhythm yet, you can compare it
to a quarter note tied to the first eighth note of a two eighth note grouping. Since the
melody is a familiar one, most students should be able to pick up this rhythm by ear.
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The snare drum player has a suspended cymbal part. Most of the hits are crashes (the
shoulder of the stick hits the edge of the cymbal), but the cymbal in measures 55-56
should be played with the tip of the stick hitting halfway between the bell and the edge.
Rehearsal letter B (and again at E) has a dotted eighth + sixteenth rhythm. Practice
counting this rhythm until it is comfortable. Being familiar with the melody should help with
learning the rhythm. At letter D, special attention needs to be paid to dynamics and the
rhythm as the melody is rearranged. The snare part in measure 57 has a "stick shot."
Place the tip of the stick on the snare drum (the stick that is not playing the cymbal) at an
angle. Strike the angled stick in the middle with the other stick.
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My Country, 'Tis of Thee

J Traditional, Lyrics by S. F. Smith
=108 arr. by John R. Hearnes
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America the Beautiful

J_ 120 by Samual A. Ward
- arr. by John R. Hearnes
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Yankee Doodle

J: 100 - 120 arr. by John R. Hearnes
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