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Sleepless
by Dan Moore

Medium-Advanced - 6:24 / 11-12 Players

Instrumentation

Bells, Xylophone, Vibes, (4) Marimbas (two 4 octave, one 4 1/3 octave, one 5 octave -
5 octave Marimba may be substituted with Bass Guitar), (4) Chinese Toms (may substitute
(2) Bongos & (2) Congas or (4) Concert Toms), Big Chinese Drum or Flower Pot Drum
(may substitute Large Floor Tom or Small Horizontal Bass Drum), Medium Pair of

Chinese Cymbals (may substitute small pair of Crash Cymbals, 12" - 14"), Large Pair of
Chinese Cymbals (may substitute a mismatched pair of China/Pang Cymbals),

Suspended Cymbal, Triangle, Egg Shaker, Wind Chimes

* A transcription of the improvised marimba solo is included.

"SLEEPLESS" by Dan Moore © 2013 by Row-Loff Productions
International Copyright Secured  All Rights Reserved



About The Composition

Sleepless was composed for a performance tour of The People’s Republic of China with Iowa Percussion
in the summer of 2006. It is dedicated to my friend and professor of percussion at the China Conservatory
in Beijing, Jiao Shan Lin. Sleepless is a groove-oriented piece that combines Western percussion
instruments such as vibes, marimba, bells, and xylophone with traditional Chinese drums and cymbals.
The music also features elements of Western and Chinese musical styles. 

When I compose, much of the work is done in my head — connecting ideas, developing themes, etc.
Sometimes I will play around with ideas on different instruments and collect them in a notebook. The
main theme of Sleepless came from an improvisation I had done many years earlier with Nashville friends
and percussionists Tom Roady and Roy “Futureman” Wooten. 

So, you wait and wait until the music is fully (or mostly) formed, and when the process is complete you
have no choice but to immediately sit down and get it all down on paper (or computer). As the deadline
for the tour loomed I finally got the inspiration for this piece late one summer evening. After working
through the night I was putting on the finishing touches at about 9:00 a.m. — symbolized by the last nine
notes of the piece — and inspiring the title Sleepless.
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Bass Marimba
(Bass Guitar)

4 Chinese Toms
(Concert Toms)

Big Chinese Drum
      Sus Cym
   Wind Chimes

Chinese Cymbals
  (Medium Pair)
      Triangle

Chinese Cymbals
    (Large Pair)
    Egg Shaker
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