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Dopplegänger
by Brian S. Mason

Advanced - 4:32 - 8 Players

Instrumentation

(2) 4 & 1/3 Octave Marimbas, (2 sets) Bongos, 
(2) Gated Crash Cymbals, (4) Pitched Concert Toms

“DOPPLEGÄNGER” by Brian S. Mason  © 2015 by Row-Loff Productions
International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved.



 

	
  

 
 
 A doppelgänger is “a ghostly counterpart of a living person” 
(Merriam-Webster). The composer has not chosen to explore the 
spiritual nature of the doppelgänger, but has borrowed the concept 
of duality and created an environment of musical and visual 
mirroring that pervades the composition. 
 As the work is learned, performers should endeavor to exploit 
the opportunities for mirroring each other both musically and 
visually. While not critical to the performance of the work, these 
details may aid in furthering the experience for the audience. 
 
 
 
 

NOTATION KEY 

• muted  =  fold hand towels in half twice (longwise) and place between the upper and lower manuals to mute 

all marimba bars. 

 

• “Gated” crash = Stack two cymbals upside down and on top of each other (as you would put them in a 

cymbal bag) with the smaller of the two on top, creating a “trashy” and somewhat short sound. No specific 

combination of cymbals is required. 

 

• mallet-shaft clusters  =  Place mallet-handles across the upper manuals of the marimba with the mallet-heads 

pointing towards the ends of the instrument (LH toward bottom/RH toward top). Grip the mallet handles so 

that the fingers do not interfere with sound. 
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